
 

 

 

COLONEL KELLY L. VERMILLION  
Col Kelly L. Vermillion is Commander, 47th Medical Group, 

Laughlin Air Force Base, Texas. In this role she is 

responsible for leading 145 Airmen, civilians and 

contractors who support the 47th Flying Training Wing by 

ensuring the medical readiness and health care of 1,500 

Active Duty, 400 Reservists and 3,200 additional 

beneficiaries.  Annually, the group provides over 21,000 

appointments in the clinic and coordinates an additional 

6,000 specialty care referrals to the local and San Antonio 

health networks.  In her role as Director, she collaborates 

with the Defense Health Agency on policy, clinical 

operations, and business operations to develop a high-

reliability organization that fosters an environment of 

Ready, Reliable Care. 

 

Colonel Vermillion graduated from Michigan State 

University and received a Direct Accession commission as 

a Social Worker in 2003. She has served in a variety of 

assignments at the base, Major Command and 

Headquarters level to enhance and provide mental health 

services for beneficiaries. Additionally, Col Vermillion has 

served as a Biomedical Sciences Corps Executive providing 

career mentoring to 10 distinct career fields within the 

Military Treatment Facility and successfully led two 

squadron commands. Prior to her current assignment, she 

was the Healthcare Operations Squadron Commander, 99 

Medical Group, Nellis AFB, Nevada. 
 

EDUCATION 
1995 Bachelor in Social Work, Saginaw Valley State University, University Center, Mich. 

1997 Masters in Clinical Social Work, Advanced Standing Program, Michigan State University, East Lansing, Mich. 

2004 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala., by correspondence 

2204 Board Diplomate in Social Work 

2009 Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, Ala, by correspondence 

2011 Intermediate Executive Skills, San Antonio, Texas 

2014 Diplomate in Clinical Social Work 

2015 Air War College, Maxwell AFB, Ala., by correspondence 

2022 Combined Senior Leader Course, Falls Church, Va. 

2022 Joint Medical Executive Skills Institute Capstone Course, San Antonio, Texas 

 

ASSIGNMENTS  
1. March 2003 – October 2005, Family Advocacy Officer, 81 Medical Operations Squadron, Keesler Air Force Base, Miss. 

2. October 2005 – August 2009, Family Advocacy Officer, 435 Medical Operations Squadron, Ramstein Air Base, Germany 

(November 2008 – June 2009, Clinical Social Worker, 732d Combat Stress Control, Forward Operating Base Scania, Iraq) 

3. August 2009 – August 2012, Mental Health Flight Commander, 354 Medical Operations Squadron, Eielson AFB, Alaska 

  
 



 

 

4. August 2012 – June 2016, Program Manager Air Force Programs for Families with Special Needs, Air Force Medical Operations 

Agency, Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, Texas 

5. June 2016 – June 2019, Mental Health Branch Chief, Air Education and Training Command, Command Surgeon’s Office, JB San 

Antonio-Randolph, Texas 

6. June 2019 – June 2022, 47 Healthcare Operations Squadron Commander, 47 Medical Group, Laughlin AFB, Texas 

7. June 2022 – June 2023, Deputy Commander, Special Warfare Human Performance Support Group, JB San Antonio-Lackland, 

Texas 

8. July 2023 – July 2024, 99 Healthcare Operations Squadron Commander, 99 Medical Group, Nellis AFB, Nevada 

9. July 2024 – Present, Commander and Director, 47th Medical Group, Laughlin AFB, Texas 

 

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Meritorious Service Medal, with six oak leaf clusters 

Air and Space Commendation Medal 

Army Commendation Medal 

 

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION  
First Lieutenant September 10, 2001 

Captain September 10, 2003 

Major June 9, 2009 

Lieutenant Colonel September 1, 2015 

Colonel March 1, 2024 

 

(Current as of July 2024) 

 

 

 

 


